



TIBBERTON & CHERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Audit Committee Meeting 

Thursday, 9th January 2020 at 19:00 in the Tibberton Village Hall
Present:
Cllr N Eyles (Chairman), and Cllr M Fawcett


J Major (Clerk)
18/AC1
No apologies. There were no declarations of interest.
18/AC2
Cllr Eyles proposed the Minutes for the Audit Committee meeting held on Tuesday, 

November 13th 2018 be adopted. This was seconded by Cllr Fawcett – and approved.
18/AC3 
There were no matters arising
18/AC4
The Parish Council’s accounts for the current year, 2019/2020 were reviewed and areas/levels of expenditure for 2020/21 considered. Key aspects of the discussion were as follows:

· The level of grants paid by the Parish Council for the benefit of residents was reviewed and considered to be at an acceptable and appropriate level.The Committee proposed that total grants of £625 be made in 2020/2021, as follows:

£100 each to Newport Cottage Care Centre, Severn Hospice and West Mercia Police; £125 to Telford & Wrekin Council for the Crucial Crew project; and £200 to Tibberton Church Council.
· The Clerk’s salary should be increased from Scale Point 5 (£9.77 per hour) of the nationally agree pay scales for Parish Clerks to Scale Point 6 (currently £9.96ph, but under review). A two per cent increase is being discussed by the National body, SALC and once this has been resolved the Clerk will report the final figure for SP6 to the Parish Council for ratification. In advance of this, the Clerk was instructed to use the estimated annual figure of £2,072.64 for the sake of the 2020/21 budget.
· With regard to the Neighbourhood Plan, Councillor Eyles advised that at this stage in the process he could not provide any real estimate of likely costs, the Committee considered that the current £3,000 reserve for the Plan was sufficient and that no further provision in the budget for 2020/21 be made at this time. 
· All other expenditure would be broadly similar to the current year.
· The Clerk advised that he estimated the level of Parish reserves at the end of the financial year (March 2020) will be approximately £6558.00. With no specific outstanding year end liabilities anticipated, Cllr Fawcett proposed that £3,450 should be recorded as specific reserves (£3,000 for the Neighbourhood Parish Plan, £200.00 for Neighbourhood Watch and £250.00 for replacement ICT equipment). The balance of £3,450, approximately 52% of the figure being proposed for the Parish’s precept in 2020/21 (£6597.00), was considered to be an acceptable and prudent amount to be held as a General Reserve.
18/AC5
In light of these discussions, the Clerk prepared a spreadsheet, attached to these Minutes as Annex A, itemising proposed expenditure for 2020/21 totaling £5226 (-£424). The Committee proposes this be match financed by issuing a precept of £6597.50. 

TWC has advised the Parish Tax Base for 2020/21/20 will be 284 (+0.3) and a precept of £5,650 would result in an effective annual cost per Tax D property of £19.89 (+£2.49).
Cllr Fawcett proposed the committee recommends (i) this budget, as per Annex A; and (ii) the precept for the new financial year 2019/20 be set at £5,650, to the full Parish Council for its approval. This was seconded by Cllr Eyles, and agreed.
18/AC6
The committee reviewed the Parish Council’s Asset Register. The Clerk advised there had been no change since the Council last reviewed and adopted the current register in May.  Cllr Eyles therefore proposed the Committee recommends it be put before the full Council, unchanged, to formally confirm it as being an accurate record of the Parish Council’s assets and appropriate for insurance cover. This was by, seconded by Cllr Fawcett and agreed. 
18/AC7
The committee reviewed the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and considered it should be put before the full Council, unchanged, for adoption. This was proposed by Cllr Eyles, seconded by Cllr Fawcett and agreed.
18/AC8
The committee reviewed the Parish Council’s Financial Regulations. Following discussion it was agreed that a change to S4.1 was necessary to enable payment of items included in the Council’s budget but which are presented for payment in between Council meetings. Cllr Rowson therefore proposed the Committee recommends to the Parish Council that the following text replaces the current wording of S4.1 of the Financial Regulations: “Expenditure on revenue items may be authorised up to the amounts included for that class of expenditure in the approved budget. For any items up to and including £500, this authority is to be determined by the Clerk, in conjunction with Chair of Council, or Chair of the Audit Committee. The Parish Council should be notified of any expenditure authorised in this way at next available meeting of the Council. All items over £500 may only be determined by the Council”. This was seconded by Cllr Fawcett and agreed.
18/AC9
The internal audit arrangements which started two years ago were reviewed. There was 



general agreement that it continues to be a robust means of ensuring the Parish Council’s


accounts and affairs are being managed correctly and that we remain compliant with the 


statutory transparency regulations. It was considered that three audits a year remain 


sufficient. The Clerk was instructed to continue the process during 2020/21.
18/AC10
There were no items of information.  The date of the next Audit Committee meeting will be arranged later in the new financial year. The meeting finished AT 20:05.






David Cornes,  Parish Clerk
AC/2

